Project implementation: installation of a modern siren warning system, preparation for the exercises and development of a special training and education programme for the population

The Fire and Rescue Department under the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania together with partners, namely, the State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate and the Norwegian Radiation Protection Agency implement the Project No. LT05-5-VRM-TF-001 “Development of an Early Warning System on Nuclear Emergency of Lithuania”, funded by the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2014-2021 under the Environment, Energy and Climate Change Programme.

The Project involves a number of activities. What has been done in more than two years? 

“Preparing for a potential accident at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant is one of the priority activities of the Fire and Rescue Department,“ says Mr Ernestas Trunovas, Chief of Population Protection Organization Division of Civil Protection Board of the Fire and Rescue Department. “The Project involves the purchase of sirens, which will partially modernize the Lithuanian public warning system and create conditions for its further development as well as integration with other systems. At the same time, the existing siren network will be expanded and the number of people warned about disasters will substantially increase. Moreover, this also enables centralized management of part of the siren warning system, which will help the responsible authorities to protect the population more efficiently”.

According to Mr Trunovas, a contract for the installation of 197 sirens has been signed with suppliers in 2022. The sirens will enable at least 75% of the population living in areas of the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant to be warned within the affected zone of up to 100 kilometres, including urgent protective action planning zone and extended planning distance. This modern siren warning system is being installed in 17 municipalities. The installation of the sirens and their control equipment will take place between 2023 and 2024.

“One of the main objectives of the Project is to ensure the safety of the Lithuanian population in the event of a nuclear or radiological accident at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant, by setting up an early warning system in Lithuania for the population in case of a nuclear or radiological accident,” says Mr Kęstutis Agintas, Chief of Fire Fighters Training School. “In preparation for the exercise, the Project partners met in Oslo and Tromsø. Meetings in Bodø and Bergen are planned for 2023. Three planning conferences will be held before the exercise in Vilnius. The first planning conference is scheduled for 27 April 2023.”

According to Mr Agintas, a one-day exercise will be held in Vilnius District, which will gather about 400 participants (representatives of the Norwegian Radiation Protection Agency, the State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate and the Fire and Rescue Department as well as representatives of 17 municipalities and other participants). The exercise will include a mock-up (simulation) of an accident at a nuclear power plant. Furthermore, during the exercise 3 different containers will be used (population collection points, intermediate population evacuation points and population reception points intended for the evacuation of the population from contaminated areas). At the end of the exercise, a final conference will be held in Vilnius.

Mr Gintaras Paulauskas, Chief of the Training Division of the Fire Fighters Training School, said that the Project is developing a special population training and education programme: “It is designed to inform the population of the country, particularly, of those districts that fall within the predicted 100 km contamination zone of the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant, about how they should prepare for it, and what to do in the event of a nuclear accident at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant. This is particularly important in order to strengthen their capacities in the event of a nuclear and/or radiological accident.”

“In cooperation with the Norwegian Radiation Protection Agency, we are developing educational material for both school-age children and adults. It will be placed on an interactive website, where all interested persons will be able not only to access it, but also to test their knowledge by taking a safety course test,” said Mr Paulauskas.

He continued that “This information is essential for pupils to get acquainted with the risks to life, health, property and the environment as well as to know necessary actions to be taken in the event of an imminent emergency due to a potential accident at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant. This teaching material will be aimed not only at general education, but also at vocational schools. It will be produced in “PowerPoint” format in Lithuanian, Russian and Polish.” 

In addition, according to Mr Paulauskas, the Project will also produce two educational films on “Emergency Preparedness at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant” and “Actions of the Population in the Event of an Accident at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant”. They will inform the population of the areas within the predicted contamination zone of a potential accident about how to prepare for it and what to do if one occurs.

According to Mrs Vida Šmigelskienė, Head of Communications Division of the Fire and Rescue Department, the Project also produced 4 videos on “General Emergency Preparedness of the Population”, “Preparedness of the Population for Nuclear and Radiological Emergencies”, “The Worst That Could Happen in the Event of an Accident at the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant” and “What is Radioactive Contamination and How to Protect Yourself From It”. These videos inform people about the potential risks and what to do in the event of a nuclear or radiological accident and radioactive contamination of the environment. The videos are broadcast for 12 months on social media and outdoor screens in Vilnius, while their soundtracks are broadcast on radio stations.
 
In order to inform as many people as possible about what could ensure their safety in the event of a nuclear and/or radiological accident, the Project has updated the www.lt72.lt emergency preparedness website. It has been modernized, redesigned and expanded with new sections for use by different groups of the population, including people with disabilities. Information is presented to them in easy-to-understand language. A new window has been added to the website to publicize the Project activities. 
 
The Project “Development of an Early Warning System on Nuclear Emergency of Lithuania” is due to be implemented by 30 April 2024.
